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hen the Missouri Conference cabinet gets together in January, they like to share
Christmas stories. Not so much what they found in their stockings on Christmas
morning – these are usually stories about the day before Christmas, and what’s going on at
their churches during those Christmas Eve Services.
Often, notes from these stories get passed on to me. The numbers are overwhelming –
literally. I’m overwhelmed and don’t know what to do with them.
It would be easiest to talk about the Ozarks District only, because District Superintendent
Lynn Dyke was most organized in her reporting, with handouts of highlights organized by
church. There are some really big gift numbers, like Waynesville sitting out to raise $5,000
to keep Meals on Wheels rolling, and ending up collecting $6,700. King’s Way put $69,000
towards Crosslines, enough to keep the food pantry operational for two months.
Throughout Christmas and Advent, Campbell UMC in Springfield raised $18,800 for
Laguna. I assumed this would be to support the ritzy southern-California resort community
of Laguna Beach. But some fact-checking revealed to me that no, Campbell’s generosity
is directed toward La Laguna, a rural Nicaraguan community, with whom the church has
formed a new partnership. Even better.
There are staggering attendance numbers in the Springfield area – 1,445 at six services at
Aldersgate (Nixa), 1,868 at Schweitzer, 2,200 at Wesley...the list goes on.
Head up to St. Louis, and Gateway Regional District Superintendent Kurt Schuermann,
and you see numbers like Manchester UMC with 3,655 in attendance and a $52,000
offering going to Kingdom House, Epworth and homeless ministries. Just a bit west of
Manchester, you’ll find Living Word, where they had a miracle offering that raised $227,626
for their Ghana project.
That’s not a typo – it really is a six-digit number – hundreds of thousands of dollars. That
brings the total that Living Word has raised for the Ghana Project to a seven digit number –
$1.4 million – since the project was started in 2011.
I can’t get my head around numbers that large – and I haven’t even gotten to The Gathering, Morning Star, La Croix, or any of our big churches in the Kansas City area. The impact
that comes from this is hard to fathom.
What’s even harder to comprehend is the impact that all of our churches are having.
Some may not have set a record for attendance at Christmas Eve this year. Perhaps there
were fewer people gathered than the previous year. But how many lives have been changed
by these churches? How many souls have been transformed by being fed something more
substantial than what people outside of church get from the world around us? How many
people who may have otherwise been isolated have found community in one of our churches,
and experienced a deeper, fuller life because of it?
I’m sure every church in the Conference has a special Christmas story to tell. And I
really hope you tell it – not to me, but to co-workers, friends and neighbors who would
have benefited from being part of the celebration. Let them be part of the miracle we are
all experiencing.

Fred Koenig, Editor
Missouri Conference Publications
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Germans, Beer
& Methodism
Clashes Between Culture & Religion
Led to Riots in Early St. Louis

BY ELIZABETH TER RY

I

t is surprising that the lovely
brick church in suburban St.
Louis has such a story to tell.
Its past, however, lends a powerful
narrative to the history of St. Louis.
Long ago, Salem United Methodist
Church’s congregants’ loyalties to
church doctrine isolated them from
the greater population. Theirs is a
story of belief, and, surely, resorting
to plenty of prayer.
Pierre Laclede sailed up the
Mississippi River from New
Orleans in 1763. He established
his fur trading post on a bluff on
the confluence of the Missouri and
Mississippi Rivers. By the time
Napoleon sold Louisiana to the
United States in 1803, St. Louis was
a thriving little French village. By
1818, the village had two thousand
inhabitants, two-thirds of them
French. Legendary St. Louis French
families like Chouteau, Soulard
and Page lived near Carondelet
Road. They were a tightly-knit,
enterprising French community.
Slowly, German immigrants
began to trickle into St. Louis.
By 1835, there were enough
Germans to found the first German
newspaper, Anzeiger des Westens.
In 1837, a German school opened
in St. Louis, even before the city
established its first public school.
Ludwig Jacoby, the founder
of what is now Salem United
Methodist Church, was born in
Germany in 1813. He was raised
by devoutly Jewish parents in the

Alt-Strelitz area of Mecklenburg,
Germany. In 1835, Jacoby was
baptized into Christianity by a
Lutheran pastor, and he ultimately
immigrated to the United States
around 1838. After becoming
a Methodist in Cincinnati,
Jacoby married a fellow German
immigrant, Amalie, a Catholicturned-Methodist.
The Methodist Church of
Cincinnati sent Jacoby to St.
Louis as a circuit rider in 1841.
Upon arrival, he rented an “old,
abandoned Presbyterian mission
church” on Seventh and Biddle
Streets and began holding worship
services. With twenty-two
members, Jacoby’s church became
one of the first German Methodist
churches west of the Mississippi.
In 1842, the little congregation
purchased property on Wash Street,
near Eleventh Street, and built their
new 32’x50’ church. Five years later,
the congregation built themselves a
new, larger church building on that
same location. There, Jacoby also
began a German school for children,
operated by the church.
In the meantime, Jacoby’s
home country of Germany was in
turmoil; its people faced the crisis
of overpopulation, poverty, and
economic and political upheaval.
Following the failed Revolution of
1848, Germans came to America
in droves. The Germans, called
the ‘Damned Dutch’ by many St.
Louis natives, invaded St. Louis’

Frenchtown, bringing with them
their oom-pah bands and their beer
brewing skills.
Between 1847 and 1850, the
population of St. Louis increased
by 30,000 people. “After 1850, the
German atmosphere was such that
a person wandering through some
of the streets could believe that he
had been transported to Germany,
since he heard only German
spoken.” By 1853, St. Louis was
home to six German newspapers
and seven German societies
purposed for easing the transition
for newly arrived immigrants. By
1860, the population of St. Louis
had grown to 77,860 people. There
were 38 private German schools in
St. Louis, and the public schools
began adding German studies into
their curriculums.
In his book on the history of
Salem, Robert Appel writes about
the struggles of Jacoby and his
early congregation in St. Louis.
“Roughnecks first heckled, then
threw rocks at the doors of the
church during services.” One
evening during a prayer meeting at
the church, those roughnecks threw
rocks at the Jacoby home. The rocks
broke windows and even landed in
their baby’s crib – thankfully, the
baby was at the meeting with her
parents. Writes Appel, “Shotgun
and pistol fire rattled the windows.
One Sunday the banisters were
smeared with cow dung, and on
another Sunday the stairways were
www.moumethodist.org
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covered with tar and pitch.” On
yet another occasion, Jacoby dared
preach in the marketplace. A riot
ensued, and he was saved only by a
fellow minister.
This attitude toward Jacoby, the
German minister who preached
in the German language to his
German congregation, paralleled
the general feeling toward German
immigrants in St. Louis. Many
of this fresh wave of German
immigrants were impoverished and
unskilled. They lived anywhere they
could in St. Louis’ Frenchtown,
filling tenement houses and living
in squalor. Others, however, opened
successful shops along Carondelet
Road and Lafayette Avenue,
displacing the former, often French,
business owners. Through the 1850s,
the Germans were forced to defend
themselves against French St. Louis
natives and the Irish.
In April 1852, the municipal
elections produced riots between
German and non-German citizens
around Soulard Market, Seventh
Street, and Park Avenue. On that
day, a fire was set to a German home
and burned down. The violence was
finally curbed by the military, which
kept the angry mob from storming
the office of Anzeiger des Westens.
In another incident, the KnowNothings, a political movement
comprised of anti-immigrant,
“native” Americans, attacked
homes and stores for two days. The
Know-Nothings were eventually
suppressed by military units and an
armed citizens’ posse.
Native St. Louisans also found
fault with German political
practices. Given their European
backgrounds, they were familiar
with hierarchy of authority
rather than independent political
participation, and they placed
personal loyalties over abstract
regulation. Immigrants therefore
directly contributed to St. Louis’
corrupt political system by voting for
ward bosses and city officials who
not only understood the immigrants’
issues but assured them their loyalty.
The German immigrants aligned
themselves with Democrats, who
preferred laissez faire and opposed
6
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governmental
interference.
But mostly,
it was the
beer. Beer
brewing and
beer drinking
was a staple
of German
culture. Yet
for “native”
Americans,
drinking
was viewed
Salem Methodist Episcopal Church, built in
1925 at Kingshighway and Cote Brilliante
as an ethnic
and inferior
practice. At first
earth. Is this the type of rhetoric
glance, the violence toward Jacoby
Ludwig Jacoby used in 19th century
and his little German congregation
St. Louis? No wonder he angered
was simply a microcosm of the
fellow German immigrants. Beer
greater unrest. But consider this: the
drinking was a fundamental element
“roughnecks” who threw rocks at
of German culture, and St. Louis
Jacoby’s home and mobbed him as
brewers Adolphus Busch and
he preached in the marketplace were
William J. Lemp were icons.
German immigrants.
Considering the violence
directed at Jacoby by the St. Louis
How could this be?
Germans, it seems likely he had
Jacoby was a Methodist, and
been channeling Wesley, who raged
Methodists opposed drinking.
against brewers: “And what is their
Jacoby was saved from the
gain? Is it not the blood of these
marketplace mob by a fellow
men [who drink it]?” The founder
minister. A fellow Methodist
of Methodism even cursed the
minister. And the mob was
brewers’ homes:
instigated by German bartenders.
“Who then would envy their large
Writes Appel of Jacoby, “The
estates and sumptuous palaces? A
German press had warned him
curse is in the midst of them: the
about preaching in the slums and
curse of God cleaves to the stones,
that the people would find ways to
the timber, the furniture of them.
stop him if he persisted.”
The curse of God is in their gardens,
Methodists’ aversion to drinking
their walks, their groves; a fire that
harkened back to the founder of
burns to the nethermost hell!”
Methodism, John Wesley. In a
Cursed or not, the Busch and
mid-18th century sermon, Wesley
Lemp mansions in South St. Louis
called alcohol “liquid fire” and
were as grandiose as the men
brewers “poisoners general.” He
themselves. Yet, Jacoby preached
wrote, “God made you human, but
on. In his history of Salem, Robert
you have converted yourself into an
Appel writes, “It can thus be said
animal.” John Wesley condemned
that the early Salem Methodists were
brewers, saying they drove drinking
very busy in the work of conversion.”
customers “to hell.” He said, “...there
is a God in heaven. Therefore, thy
name shall soon be rooted out. Like
those whom thou has destroyed,
body and soul, thy memorial shall
In spite of the challenges, Salem’s
perish with thee!”
early church thrived. In 1873, the
congregation built a new church at
In essence, Wesley preached
the corner of Fifteenth and Wash
that God will punish the brewers
Streets which became known as the
in the afterlife as they punished
their drinking customers while on
“Cathedral of German Methodism.”

To provide for other neighborhoods,
the church began other branches
of Methodist Episcopal churches
throughout St. Louis during the
last half of the 19th century. The
home church on Wash and Fifteenth
served as the “mother church” for
its branch churches as well as its
outreaching missions. The church,
re-decorated in 1894, was so
beautiful it became a tourist-draw
during the 1904 World’s Fair. The
congregation was still primarily
made up of German-Americans.
And, the majority of sermons were
still conducted in German. Within
the walls of the church, members
probably discussed one of the
biggest political issues of the day.
The Temperance Movement was
in full swing by the latter half of
the 19th century. Proponents of
temperance viewed drinking as a
leading contributor to the ills of
urban society. Domestic conflict
plagued over-crowded St. Louis,
teeming with working-class, beerdrinking German immigrants.
They sought camaraderie among
their native countrymen over their
steins in saloons. German families
gathered in beer gardens, a tradition
brought with them from the
Fatherland, to picnic and visit on
Sundays. Naturally, German saloon
owners and brewers employed a
great many German-Americans.
The Anti-Saloon League was
one of the biggest temperance
organizations of the late 19th
century. The league raised money
and entered the political arena. In
fact, “the Anti-Saloon League’s
board of directors was made of
Methodist and Baptist ministers.”
It is likely that Salem’s minister and
parishioners were members of the
Anti-Saloon League.
In 1883, a new state law (Jefferson
City was controlled by Republicans)
required non-essential revenueproducing businesses to close their
doors on Sundays. This so-called
Sunday Law targeted breweries and
saloons, infuriating brewers and
saloon keepers. St. Louis brewer
and German immigrant William J.
Lemp said, “Every man has some
rights which others must respect, and

I consider this desire [to drink] one of
those rights.” St. Louis saloon keeper
and German immigrant Tony Faust
said, “I feel that my business is a
legitimate one, and I do not propose
to be regarded as a criminal.”
A fellow German saloon keeper
also noted,
I have a great respect for a sincere,
high moral churchman, but he has
no right to force his opinions on
me, nor has he the right to legislate
against my business, which is a
lawful one.
Another St. Louis saloon keeper,
Pat Carmody, said most eloquently,
I am thoroughly in sympathy with
all truly religious people and will
aid them in any way that I can
to uphold the law, but I have no
use for hypocrites who use religion
as a cloak. The Liquor Dealers’
Association is willing to meet
the Sabbatarians half way. They
should have their part of the day
and we ours.
In response, Reverend Werlein,
president of the Sabbath Association
of St. Louis, railed,
It is the aim… of violators of
law to endeavor to debauch the
minds…of the people down to
their level. We are engaged in a
warfare against the oppressor in
the interests of the oppressed. …
we must do something practical for
poor, suffering humanity.
Keep in mind, the temperance
movement made for strange
bedfellows. Salem’s early
congregations sided with reformers
such as Jane Addams, who saw “the
devastating effect that drunkenness
had on the urban poor.” The
Industrial Workers of the World,
who believed that “liquor was a
capitalist weapon used to keep the
working classes in a stupor” bedded
with the Ku Klux Klan, whose
anti-liquor sentiment stemmed from
their hatred of immigrants.

In 1905, Salem’s congregation again
relocated. They built themselves a
new church at Page Boulevard and
Pendleton Avenue in St. Louis,

Salem Methodist Episcopal
Church, built in 1905 at
Page and Pendleton

named Salem Methodist Episcopal
Church. The congregation held
three services; only one in German.
By this time, most of Salem’s
marriage, baptism, and death
records were no longer written
in German, but in English. That
the congregation dropped the
word “German” from their title is
indicative of the assimilation of
German-Americans into St. Louis
society. Salem’s population was
still primarily made up of German
immigrants, but many were second
generation. Like other children of
immigrants in St. Louis, their first
language was English.
The English language newspapers
in St. Louis encouraged public
schools to omit the German
language from their curriculum. The
German newspapers, Anzeiger des
Westens and the Westliche Post, put
up a fight. The St. Louis GermanAmerican community differed from
other cities with large GermanAmerican populations, such as
Cincinnati and Milwaukee. Those in
St. Louis lacked unity, largely due to
geography. The St. Louis GermanAmerican community spread its
population north and, especially,
south, along the Mississippi
River, making unified German
neighborhoods nearly impossible.
The issue of language was put to
a vote by the public school board
and, as an indicator of the lack of
cohesion of St. Louis’ German
population, the Germans did not
turn out to vote. The school board
passed the issue in 1887.
Collectively, the St. Louis
German-American community was
cohesive on only a few occasions.
The first was during the Civil War.
St. Louis Germans were nearly
unanimously opposed to slavery.
This included Salem’s congregation:
www.moumethodist.org
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Although the church records reveal
little about the issue of slavery or
the sympathies of the membership
during the Civil War, we can
conclude that the Salem Methodist
congregation remained true to the
union…”
Despite the many ways St. Louis
German-Americans showed a lack
of cohesion, they found common
ground in celebrating their heritage.
In a rare show of unity, they
observed German Day in 1885. This
four-day celebration of German
veterans included fireworks, concerts
and a beer garden (discriminating
Methodists aside). An equally rare
instance of cohesion occurred at
German Day at the 1904 World’s
Fair, an event that included parades,
music, and speeches celebrating
German-Americans’ dual ethnicities
and patriotism for both countries.
Said one dignitary,
We German-Americans are the
hyphen between Germany and
America. We present the living
demonstration that we may be
devoted to the new fatherland and yet
preserve a revered love for the old.”
During the years leading up to the
United States’ entrance into World
War I, many German-Americans
found themselves in a difficult
position. The Fatherland was at
war with France and England.
France was the “historic enemy
of Germany” while GermanAmericans associated England with
Puritans – those who fueled the
temperance movement in America.
Though the United States claimed
neutrality, it seemed to favor the
Allies. With family and friends
still in Germany, many GermanAmericans in St. Louis joined the
Neutrality League to protest the
U.S. shipments of arms the Allies.
The women of Salem sent toys and
children’s clothing on “Mercy ships”
bound for war-torn Europe.
Such acts were soon viewed as
displays of pro-German sympathies.
There were a few incidents which
marred the psyche of St. Louisans;
the “Black Tom” incident in 1916
was particularly damaging. A pier
laden with munitions destined
8
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for the Allies exploded in
New York harbor, detonated
by German saboteurs. The
shrapnel scarred the Statue of
Liberty, shattered windows in
Times Square and rocked the
Brooklyn Bridge.
Such high-profile incidents
were relatively rare, but they
were frequent enough to
poison public opinion against
German-Americans. By the
time the United States entered
the war in 1917, allegiance
toward anything German was
considered disloyal.
To sanitize itself of the
enemy, St. Louis schools
pulled German language
German Methodist Episcopal Church
built in 1847 at Wash and 11th
classes as an elective from
their curriculum, removed
books written in German
from the public library shelves,
That same year marked the “end of
and changed street names: Berlin
German Methodism.” The St. Louis
Avenue became Pershing Avenue.
German Conference merged into
German language newspapers were
the St. Louis Conference. Quotes
required to submit their articles
Appel, “German Methodism
to the postmaster for censorship.
was an important agency of
Ordinary German-Americans
Americanization. It was something
citizens dared not risk being
more. It was part of America.”
overheard discussing war news in
the streets, lest they find themselves
facing charges of espionage which
would land them in the state
In 1941, the last German issue of
penitentiary.
the Methodist Church magazine
Additionally, the war years
was printed. Abstinence from
coincided with the march toward
alcohol was part of Methodist
Prohibition. “The great enemy was
doctrine as late as the 1950s. In
Germany – and the brewers were
1958, Salem moved to its current
seen by the Prohibitionists as tools
location in St. Louis County, on
of the Kaiser.”
Lindbergh Boulevard and Daniel
Nearly 80 years after Jacoby’s
Boone Expressway (now Highway
arrival in St. Louis, members of
40). The congregation built its
Salem found themselves in a similar
chapel first, followed by many
juxtaposition as Salem’s founders:
additions to its house of worship.
on account of the war they were
Today’s thriving, mission-oriented
discriminated against because they
Salem United Methodist Church,
were German-Americans, and due to
where all are welcome, was built
Prohibition they were discriminated
upon the backbone of a complex and
against by German-Americans.
often controversial German history.
A legacy of perseverance strengthens
its membership still today.
For the complete story
Tensions eased after the war, and
with bibliography, go to
once again Salem’s congregation
www.moumethodist.org/
built a new church in 1925, located
salemgermanhistory.
at Kingshighway Boulevard and
Cote Brilliante Avenue in St. Louis.

Missouri Celebrates Two
Candidates for Bishop

T

he Women’s Leadership Team
Farr and Dyke join an approximate
(WLT) of the South Central
field of 10 clergy candidates for the
Jurisdiction announced their
South Central Jurisdictional Conferendorsement of Rev. Lynn Ann Dyke
ence episcopal elections in July 2016 in
for the Episcopacy. After prayer and
Wichita, Kansas. Annual conference
consideration, Lynn is accepting their
elected delegations will begin interviewendorsement and plans to run for bishop.
ing candidates at end of January.
“I am honored that the WLT sought fit
“I’m not entirely surprised that others
to acknowledge my gifts for the broader
are affirming what we, in Missouri,
church,” said Lynn Dyke, Ozarks district
already know about Lynn Dyke,” said
superintendent. “This is a calling I
Bishop Robert Schnase. “The Missouri
responded to slowly after much prayer
annual conference abounds in excellent
and discernment. As a member of the
leadership, and I wish both Bob and
Missouri delegation, I will continue to
Lynn the best as they represent Missouri
support my colleague and friend Bob Farr
to throughout the Jurisdiction.”
in his call and our endorsement of him. I
The Missouri delegation comprises
hope my participation in the election can
12 delegates for General Conference
further deepen the discussions around
in May 2016 in Portland, Oregon as
inclusion in the Church and specifically,
well as an additional 12 jurisdictional
our jurisdiction.”
delegates and 4 alternates for the
Dyke is the second Missourian in the
Jurisdictional Conference in Wichita,
episcopal election. She joins Rev. Bob
Kansas in July. The delegation’s next
Farr, who was endorsed overwhelmingly
meeting will be Feb. 20. The delegation
by the delegation during its first
requests prayers for their work in
gathering on Saturday, August 29 in
preparing for General Conference
Columbia.
as well as prayers for the work of
“I welcome Lynn as a candidate and
conference delegations from the South
am happy to have her join the process.
Central Jurisdiction and the broader
We are great friends and have talked
connection.
about this a lot,” said Bob Farr, Director
To join Missouri Methodists
of Congregational Excellence. “We will
in 24-hours of prayer for General
do this together and covet your prayers.”
Conference and its delegates on
Farr went further during the
March 7, please sign up for a
delegation’s conference call on Sat.,
30-minute session of virtual prayer
Jan. 9, making a motion of support:
at http://www.signupgenius.com/
“the Missouri delegation supports the
go/30e0944aeaa2ea6fd0-general.
candidacy of our colleague Lynn Dyke
for election
as bishop.”
Read the Women’s Leadership press release at:
The motion
www.moumethodist.org/womensleadershipteampressrelease.
received
Read the Missouri delegation’s endorsement of Farr press release at:
unanimous
www.moumethodist.org/newsdetail/2049522.
support.
www.moumethodist.org
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State Route WW just outside of New Madrid was closed in early January due to flooding.

Holiday

High

Water
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s Jesus said in Mathew 5:45, it rains on
the just and the unjust. But when that
rain comes down several inches at a
time, it has a very different impact
depending on where you are.
“Most of the homes that are
flooded here are in an economically challenged
area,” said Rev. Nora Jones, pastor of Pacific UMC.
“It’s rental housing, and the ones who have renters
insurance often aren’t covered for floods.”
Franklin County was already short on affordable
housing. Now people displaced by the flood water are
faced with the expense of staying in motels as they
scramble for someplace else to go.
Torrential rains falling on saturated ground just
after Christmas pushed several creeks and rivers
near or past record high levels in the area east and
south of St. Louis. Jones said a couple families in
Pacific UMC had to leave their homes, and one
single mother with three school-aged children had
extensive losses.
A Christmas-time flood is very different from
spring floods, because even though temperatures
have been above average, it’s still cold. An
impromptu team from Pacific UMC went out after
church on Sunday, January 3 and spent about five
hours cleaning four homes that had been flooded.
“Even with waterproof shoes and gloves, you still
get very cold,” Jones said. “I was exhausted at the end
of the day. I have new respect for firefighters who
have to work in water in cold weather. Our greatest
need is insulated, water-proof gloves.”
Jones spent Monday meeting with the Red Cross,
and making plans regarding how to best assist people
at this time. “The big challenge is going to be helping
people with housing,” Jones said.
Rev. Tim Schulte, associate pastor of Eureka
UMC, said the community turned out to help in a
big way, and many church members were involved.
The church distributed 100 flood buckets, and is
helping uninsured people with replacing home
furnishings.
“We had about 30 families in our church with
homes or businesses affected, but in most cases it was
just water in the basement. We didn’t have anyone
displaced,” Schulte said.
Eureka experienced a big flood in 1982. This one
surpassed it by three and half feet.
“It was surreal to see water where you never
expected it, and everything that was going on
relating to that,” Schulte said.
www.moumethodist.org
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The Humane Society set up an emergency
response trailer at Manchester UMC in St. Louis
to house pets that were displaced from the flood.

Rev. Greg Connell has preached from the pulpit
about how United Methodists respond to disaster, but
last week he experienced it first-hand.
Connell’s community of Union was hard-hit by
flooding on December 29 when the Bourbeuse River
reached an all-time high of 20 feet above flood stage.
About 30 homes and another 30 businesses were
flooded. The people of First UMC Union don’t live in
the flood zone.
12
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“Only one of my parishioners was directly affected,
and he was able to get his stuff out of his home before
the water came up,” Connell said.
On New Year’s Eve, Connell went to Manchester
UMC and picked up 25 flood buckets, and took
them to people in the hardest hit areas of Union, and
dropped the remainder off with the mayor at city hall.
“They couldn’t believe we were there already,” Connell said of the mayor and city administrator. “They

just said, ‘Where did you get these? They didn’t have
anything yet, and supplies from the state and the Red
Cross weren’t due until next week. I never thought
of the significance of getting there first until I saw it
first-hand.”
Connell did another run on Saturday, January 3, and
brought another 25 buckets to city hall in Union.
At Valley Park UMC, the church had some water in
the basement, but that didn’t stop it from serving as
interim city hall for a few days. The town was evacuated from December 29 through January 1.
“But our church is across the street and up on a hill,
so the city offices just moved in here for three days,”
said Rev. Steve Mitchell.
Valley Park experienced flooding in the 1980s and
1990s, but this time the now taller levies held, and the
community was spared from much damage.
All of the churches had regularly scheduled worship
services on Sunday, and most reported attendance was
up a bit for the first Sunday of the year.
“We were joined by a couple families who were stuck
at the Radisson due to road closures,” Mitchell said.

New Hope UMC was an active part of the
community response as the waters rose in Arnold. Rev.
Steve Majdecki said about 150 homes were affected –
although not that many were flooded. Some were cutoff by flooded roads, or lost power due to flooding.
On New Years Eve, the church was an impromptu
hospitality station for National Guard troops who
were on hand to assist with traffic control around the
closed roads. New Hope connected with Manchester
UMC to get 200 flood buckets sent to the central
aid distribution center at Fox High School and the
Salvation Army. New Hope also sent clothing from
its on-site clothing ministry to the main distribution
center so people in crisis didn’t have to go to two
different locations.
“Today (January 4) the roads are open and we’re
past the flurry of activity that comes with a crisis, and
are preparing for the clean-up that is still coming,”
Majdecki said.
For more information on disaster response in the
Missouri Conference: http://www.moumethodist.org/
disasterresponse2015flooding.
www.moumethodist.org
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The Story Behind The Story

BY DAN STESKA

Disaster Response

Flooding. Ice storms. Tornadoes. Wind damage.

Have you ever wondered what goes on behind the scenes as The United
Methodists throughout our conference rally to the aid of their neighbors?

D

an Steska serves as the disaster response
coordinator (DRC) for the Missouri Annual
Conference. His role is to train ERT’s (Early
Response Team), coordinate the responses, and be
the key communication liaison between local and
state emergency management and the state VOAD
(Volunteers Active in Disaster). This includes a
number of agencies like the Red Cross, Salvation
Army, Division of Mental Health, and many more.
The national UMCOR office is also a participant
and stands ready to help with resources and training.
With the recent flooding across the State of Missouri
the United Methodist response was activated.
So what happens? Several things happen
concurrently, and an extensive network of
communication unfolds.
Our first concern is the welfare of our church
members and the church buildings. Pastors in
the affected areas are contacted to determine the
status of damage affecting their congregation and
the vicinity. The district superintendent is also
contacted. Our DRC is also in contact with the
local emergency management director and finds
where the Red Cross shelters are set up, as well as
the Emergency Operations Center. Very soon after
the crisis, information from many volunteer and
state organizations is shared in daily conference
calls providing status updates so all resources can be
effectively used, and there is less duplication of services.
It is important to remember that our mission
focus is not primarily ‘task oriented’, but ‘relational
oriented’. That is to provide Christian care to the
most vulnerable, such as the elderly, disabled, or
those without insurance. We always keep in mind
during disasters that our UMC role is not that of first
responders. However, after the area is secure and a

plan for early response is designed by local leadership
such as United Way or AmeriCorps, then our teams
spring into action to help the local community remove
debris, clean out flooded homes, remove saturated
sheet rock and remediate mold growth. At other
times, our ERTs do chainsaw work, removing trees
and broken limbs.
When disaster strikes, our connectional relations
are most obvious. Immediately the flood clean up
buckets and health kits, prepared by our ministries
in advance, are provided to those in harm’s way. We
have access to our UMCOR depots and some local
churches that store these. This allows us to offer
comfort very quickly. It has been stated that the
United Methodists are not the first on the scene,
but we are there long after most organizations have
left, still rebuilding and caring. An example is that
we helped repair and rebuild homes in Joplin for
two and a half years after the tornado. We have
also partnered with other faiths in building homes
after flooding and tornadoes in Piedmont, Orrick,
Marshall, Baxter Springs, and many other locations.
When called upon to help in other Conferences
we respond. In 2015 our teams deployed to Texas,
Oklahoma, Kansas, Illinois, and Mississippi. This
can happen because over 250 people have been
trained in Early Response and others in Spiritual
and Emotional Care. These ERTs serve on
approximately 20 teams located in various churches
throughout the Conference.
In summary, our Responders are so very much
appreciated for doing the ‘dirty work’ while
showing the love of Jesus Christ to unfortunate
survivors. Remember that there is a role for
everyone, every talent, every skill, every age. What
a privilege to serve in this way!

For more information or to get involved in this ministry, visit the website:
www.umcdisaster.org or www.facebook.com/umcdisaster
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When
Do You
Get Your
Sermon
Done?
BY ROYAL SPEIDEL

T

he word, done, can have different meanings.
Obviously, sermons are not totally done until they
have been preached. Some of us want our sermons in
manuscript form, and others function best preaching from
an outline. The vast majority of us preachers want the words
we preach on paper in some form. So, when do you get that
product done?
I believe God is able to speak best through me when my
messages are in the form of a manuscript, and for years I got
my manuscripts written somewhere between Tuesday and
Saturday. On rare occasions with a 5 p. m. Saturday service,
I got my sermon done just before the service began. Karl
Barth was no doubt effective when he reportedly walked
into a lecture hall with the ink still wet on his lecture. I
did not believe God was best served when I finished my
manuscript just before the service began.
Then I read an interview with Frank Harrington in the
magazine Preaching when he said he wrote his sermons three
months in advance. He was the Senior Pastor of Peachtree
Presbyterian Church in Atlanta, GA from 1984 through
1999. It was the largest congregation of the Presbyterian
Church (USA), with 6,940 members in 2012.
I was deeply moved by Frank Harrington’s practice, and
I said to myself, “If he can do it, I can do it too.” From
that point forward I began rising at 6.30 a. m. to work
on sermons, and I began the deeply satisfying practice of
having my sermons written one month in advance.
What were the advantages?

1. The Holy Spirit had freedom to rumble the words of the

sermons around in my mind and spirit a month before I
preached them,
2. I was able to give the choir my sermon material a month
in advance to help them coordinate music with my
messages,
3. I was able to give my secretary my sermon material on
Monday morning giving her more freedom in her work
schedule, and
4. Now I am able to give my worship computer tech my
Power Point outline on Monday, so he has time to get it
finished for proofing by Thursday.
When do you get your sermon done? Are you happy about
it? Is Jesus able to use your messages most effectively with
your timing? If not, what are you going to do about it?
Royal Speidel is a church consultant that has worked extensively
with the Missouri Conference Center for Congregational
Excellence on the Small Church Initiative. He is also serving as
pastor of Russellville UMC.
16
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Playing
Christmas
Gifts
Forward
C

hristmas is often a time of
packed pews and full offering
baskets. For some churches, they use
that opportunity to close the gaps in
the budget by year-end. But there’s
been a growing trend in churches to
take that special time of generosity
and share it with other in need.
Two St. Louis churches, Webster
Hills UMC and Asbury UMC,
have been in relationship for a little
over a year, working on ways to
be partners in ministry. Webster
Hills is located in Webster Groves,
Asbury is a small congregation
with limited resources located in
an economically disadvantaged
inner-city area of St. Louis. At a
recent Webster Hills church council
meeting, they were discussing how
they, as a church, was doing at living
out their vision and mission.
“We wanted to be sure we are
living out our ministry beyond our
doors,” said Rev. Linda Gastreich.
They were already working with
Asbury on plans to increase its
ministry to local children and youth
by expanding it after school tutoring
program. The decision was made to
give all of their Christmas offering
to Asbury for this ministry. An
early service, two Christmas Eve
services and about $300 from a soup
supper totaled to $5,000 for Asbury.
Another St. Louis area church,
Arlington UMC, also opted to

send some Christmas Eve offering
Asbury’s way this year. The $3,725
offering the church received were
split between Asbury UMC and the
General Board of Global Ministries.
The church has also provided
food and gloves for the children in
Asbury’s outreach program.
“For the past few years we’ve
given our Christmas Eve offering to
mission, and the offering increased
when we started doing that,” said
Rev. Barbara Phifer.
Asbury wasn’t just on the receiving
end of Christmas offering giving,
it also paid it forward. Asbury
and Samaritan UMC had a joint
Christmas Eve service, and the two
churches gave away their offering,
splitting it between a local shelter for
youth and Mozambique ministries.
Green Trails UMC also put their
Christmas money toward Mozambique. It wasn’t just a token effort –
Rev. Londia Wright put the emphasis on the gift at every opportunity.
“We were promoting the absolutely true meaning of Christmas,
and talked about how Jesus came
into this world without a home,” she
said. “We were using Mozambique
pictures in worship, and kept the
question before us, ‘What are you
giving Jesus for his birthday?’”
They also did a book study on
Rev. Michael Slaughter’s book
Christmas Is Not Your Birthday. They

had decided to give their offering to
the Carolyn Belshe Orphanage in
Cambine village, Inhambane province, Mozambique. They hoped to
raise enough to support 30 children
at the orphanage for a year. The congregation gave $23,597.72 during
two Christmas Eve services with an
attendance of 241.
“The congregation was challenged
to take a look at their own gift-giving
budgets and then let their financial
gifts reflect God's generosity towards
them,” Rita Goddard, connectional
ministries director said. “This gift
will provide for the total yearly
needs of 49.16 beautiful kids. We
believe Jesus is pleased with how we
celebrated his birthday.”
Wright said she knew after
that number was put out, the
congregation would step up with
another $400 to make it an even 50
children that they were supporting,
and they did.
Some churches made their offering
donations very personal. Pomme
de Terre UMC gave its offering
of $1,000 to a local man who had
just lost his wife to cancer and was
struggling to pay medical bills.
Cassidy UMC gave their
collection of $1,700 to a three-yearold girl in the community who is
fighting bone cancer.

www.moumethodist.org
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Office of Loans & Scholarships
2015 Scholarship Recipients

18

Name
Carina Maurer-Batjer
Caleb Amelunke
Kristopher Keller
Kristopher Keller
Angela Colina McNeil
Mariana Villagrana
Ryan Griffin
Jusani Jackson
William Norton
Renae Watt
Mary Gravis
Shelby Dodson

Church
Shiloh United Methodist Church
Whitewater United Methodist Church
Campbell United Methodist Church
Campbell United Methodist Church
Lee’s Summit United Methodist Church
Tarkio United Methodist Church
Wesley United Methodist Church
St. James United Methodist Church
Wentzville United Methodist Church
First United Methodist Church - Independence
First United Methodist Church Kearney
Paul H Linn Mem United Methodist Church

Church City
Foristell
Whitewater
Springfield
Springfield
Lees Summit
Tarkio
Sikeston
Kansas City
Wentzville
Independence
Kearney
Fayette

Portia Kuzanga

Paul H Linn Mem United Methodist Church

Fayette

Gage Lemmon
Anissa Wiant
Tyler Ward
Amy Gearhart
Abigail Peper
Wendy Connelly
Poese Vatikani
Baron Weaver
Britton Fields
Parker Outman
Hannah Buchanan
Cassie O’Brien
Joshua Buchanan
Emma Kiely
Andrew Ponder Williams
Bailey Gardner
Alexander Fanning
Mary Weaver
Riley Cameron
Emily Gregory
Bailey Amtower
Casey Banks
Casey Banks
Sean McIntyre
Hannah Sage
Hannah Sage
Tracey Wolff
Adam Mustoe
Joy Gonzalez

Rock Port United Methodist Church
Centenary United Methodist Church
Cole Camp United Methodist Church
Missouri United Methodist Church
Wesley United Methodist Church
Church Of Resurrection Downtown Umc
St. Paul United Methodist Church
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
Platte Woods United Methodist Church
La Croix United Methodist Church
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
Lexington United Methodist Church
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
Clinton United Methodist Church
Avondale United Methodist Church
Wesley United Methodist Church
St. James United Methodist Church
United Methodist Church Green Trails
Rich Hill United Methodist Church
Aldersgate United Methodist Church
Church Of Resurrection Downtown Umc
Cassville First United Methodist Church
Cassville First United Methodist Church
Living Word United Methodist Church
Missouri United Methodist Church
Missouri United Methodist Church
Unity United Methodist Church
Living Word United Methodist Church
Liberty United Methodist Church

Rock Port
Cape Girardeau
Cole Camp
Columbia
Jefferson City
Kansas City
Independence
Nixa
Platte Woods
Cape Girardeau
Nixa
Lexington
Nixa
Clinton
Kansas City
Springfield
Kansas City
Chesterfield
Rich Hill
Nixa
Kansas City
Cassville
Cassville
Wildwood
Columbia
Columbia
Webster Groves
Wildwood
Liberty
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T

he General Board of Higher
Education Ministry provides
more than 70 scholarships to
UM students, offers student loans
at better rates than comparable
federal loans and advises students
on educational financing. One
hundred percent of funds donated to
GBHEM scholarships go directly
to students. Offerings are graciously
accepted online at http://www.bit.ly/
UMCScholarships.

“The Loans and Scholarships Office
at Higher Education and Ministry
is designed to fund as many eligible
leaders for the church as possible,”
says Allyson Collinsworth, executive
director of Loans and Scholarships.
“The United Methodist Church
believes in affirming educational opportunities to assist our leaders with what
they need. By supporting young people
in their education, the church is grooming the next generation of leaders.”

Fostering higher education is a
cornerstone value of The United
Methodist Church. Scholarship
donations enrich ministry and connect
students to their faith. When the
church supports the education and
dreams of its young people, it is
actively supporting its own future.
Young people hold the key to the
church’s ongoing mission to make
disciples of Jesus Christ who will
transform the world.

Institution Name
Webster University
University of Denver
Southern Methodist University****Perkins School Of Theology
Southern Methodist University****Perkins School Of Theology
Saint Paul School of Theology
Missouri State University
United Theological Seminary
Northwest Missouri State University
Southern Methodist University****Perkins School Of Theology
Saint Paul School of Theology
William Jewell College
Central Methodist University

Award Name
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
UM Allocation Award
Missouri Annual Conference Merit Award
United Methodist General Scholarship
Special Seminary Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
Rev. Charles W. Tadlock Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
Rev. Charles W. Tadlock Scholarship
E. Craig Brandenburg Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
UM Allocation Award

Central Methodist University

Edith Allen Scholarship

Central Methodist University
Drury University
State Fair Community College
University of Missouri-Columbia
Central Methodist University
Saint Paul School of Theology
Saint Paul School of Theology
Drury University
Saint Paul School of Theology
Indiana Wesleyan University
Missouri State University
Saint Paul School of Theology
Missouri State University
Missouri State University
Claremont School of Theology
Southwest Baptist University
Morehouse College
Emory University***Candler School Of Theology***
Crowder College
Missouri State University
Saint Paul School of Theology
Duke Univ Divinity School
Duke Univ Divinity School
Asbury Theological Seminary
Illinois Wesleyan University
Illinois Wesleyan University
Eden Theological Seminary
Asbury Theological Seminary
Saint Paul School of Theology

UM Allocation Award
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
HANA Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
Ethnic Minority Scholarship
Georgia Harkness Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
Missouri Annual Conference Merit Award
Special Seminary Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
Rev. Dr. Karen Layman GIFT OF HOPE Scholarship
UM Allocation Award
Rev. Charles W. Tadlock Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
United Methodist General Scholarship
www.moumethodist.org
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MESSAGE FROM THE CABINET

Welcomed
by
God

O

ur youngest daughter, who is a junior
in high school, started her first job as a
hostess at Chevy’s this past September.
As parents, it is one of those times my husband
and I are proud of our daughter, even as we
ponder how she can already be old enough to
have a job.
About three weeks after she started working,
my husband and I decided it was time for us to
fulfill our responsibility as thoroughly annoying
parents and go to Chevy’s to eat. We walked
through the doors, and our daughter greeted
us with a warm, and slightly embarrassed,
“Welcome to Chevy’s!” She seated us in a booth,
gave us a menu and silverware, told us the
name of our waiter and said he would be with
us shortly. We proceeded to have a great time
watching our daughter work, welcoming and
seating other people who entered the restaurant.

20
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I even took a few pictures on my cell phone until
I got a text saying “Mom…stop!”
Our daughter’s welcome at Chevy’s passed
with flying colors, at least from our proud
parental perspective. But when my husband and
I go to Chevy’s to eat, we are also looking for,
and anticipating, something that goes beyond
that initial warm welcome at the door. We
expect a waiter will come and take our order for
food and drinks; that a cook, we will most likely
never see, will prepare our food in the kitchen;
and a warm meal will be delivered to the table
for our dinner. If we end up sitting at our table
with our warm welcome, menu and silverware
for 20 minutes and nothing else happens,
something starts to change for us no matter how
good the chips and salsa are. We begin to get
frustrated with the experience, and if it goes on
long enough, we will probably get up and leave.

BY LINDA HARRIS

In the same way,
people who are
warmly welcomed
at the doors of
our churches
experience quickly
the incongruity
inside when we
cling to our own
wants and ways
of doing things rather than
asking how Christ is calling
Linda Harris
Gateway Regional
us; when we place our own
District Superintendent
human labels on one another;
and do not respond to the basic
needs and necessities of life others have.
Being Christ’s people means we will empty ourselves in
humility before God, and let our lives and our churches be
shaped by God. As difficult as it is some days to do this, it
is only as we live in Christ that we truly begin to experience
the fullness of life Christ offers us, and in that life are able
to bring the hope, new life and salvation offered to us in the
Gospel to others.
I am grateful for the many ways I have experienced United
Methodist Churches in the Gateway Regional District, and
across Missouri, welcoming and offering people Christ. In
greater St. Louis, congregations are reaching out across the
area to respond to those affected by the devastating flooding
that hit our area at Christmas. The United Methodist Church
was the first one present offering flood buckets and other
supplies in one community I am aware of. Churches are
offering or exploring Discipleship Pathways in an intentional
effort to deepen people’s relationship with Christ. People are
learning about ways they can build relationships with others
that eventually lead to the opportunity to share Christ. And
congregations are asking in new ways how Christ is calling
their church into the future; an important question that often
does not have a quick and easy answer.
As Paul often reminds us, we have certainly not reached
perfection yet in the church. But in a world that is all too
often fragmented and divided, I am blessed to experience
among you Paul’s words as we ‘Stand firm in one spirit,
striving side by side, with one mind for the faith of the
Gospel”. (Philippians 1:27b)
I pray each day for The United Methodist Church in
Missouri that all that we are, and all that we do together, will
reflect our deep and abiding love for Christ.

If then there is any encouragement in Christ, any
consolation from love, any sharing in the Spirit, any
compassion and sympathy, make my joy complete: be
of the same mind, having the same love, being in full
accord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition
or conceit, but in humility regard others as better than
yourselves. Let each of you look not to your own interests,
but to the interest of others. Let the same mind be in you
that was in Christ Jesus. — Philippians 2:1-5a

We form hospitality teams in our churches to ensure people
are warmly welcomed, can find their way around the building,
are offered a cup of coffee, and can find some information
about our church and its ministries. These aspects of welcome
are very important as, more often than not, they are a person’s
first encounter and impression of our congregation. It is a
wonderful thing to be welcomed at the door in the name of
Jesus Christ. But people who come to our churches are also
expecting something more, and their experience of that initial
warm welcome will soon begin to grow hollow if the church is
not connecting them in some way to a deeper, purposeful and
more meaningful relationship to Christ.
Paul, in his letter to the Philippians, reminds us that the
true experience of being welcomed by God happens when
we, the people of Christ’s church, abide in Christ and set our
minds on Christ. Allowing Christ to live in us and shape our
lives causes us to approach our relationships with our families,
our neighbors, our communities, and our greater world in new
ways. It causes us to think twice about our motives for what we
do, and to be more careful and intentional in our actions with
God, and with each other.
As people who love Christ, who read and study the
scriptures, we know what Paul is talking about when he
calls us to put Christ ahead of ourselves; to adopt Christ’s
mind and set aside our own wants and agendas to let Christ
work through us. This is not complicated rocket science, but
it is often difficult. I don’t know about you, but I often excel
at seeing the world through my eyes, my perspective, and
my agenda.
I travel one of the most densely congested sections of
interstate in St. Louis to get to the Gateway Regional office
in the morning. On a very frequent basis when drivers are
cutting in front of me, staying right on my bumper, speeding
dangerously, or swerving out of their lane because they are
paying more attention to their phone than their driving, the
thoughts running through my mind are a strong indication
that I am not seeing those drivers through the eyes of Christ,
and certainly not as beloved children of God.

www.moumethodist.org
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LAITY VOICES

Four Final
“Words for a
Fruitful Lay
Ministry”
SIMPLE,
DISCIPLINE,
FRUIT & SPIRIT

T

o finish up this four part series,
we explore the last four words
on our list of the “Ten Words
for a Fruitful Lay Ministry.” As you recall, the ten are: Jesus, Mission, Pastor,
Field, Connect, Read, Simple, Discipline, Fruit, and Spirit. Previous articles discussed the first six. I hope this
series is helpful to you in continuing to
grow and strengthen basic practices in
your ministry leadership.
————————————————————————————
Simple brings to mind Basics.

Essentials. Core practices. Our need
to make sense out of complexity and
gain direction for action.
“Simple” is one of the most difficult,
yet powerful, concepts to use in lay
ministry. Our world is so complicated,
our church too, that people are
easily distracted. How can we as
leaders tune out the distractions, the
complexities, the “stuff ” we’re used
to and focus on what really matters?
How can we get simple?
22
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One of my favorite church leadership
books is “Simple Church” by Thom
Rainer and Eric Geiger.
A “simple church” is defined as
“a congregation designed around a
straight-forward and strategic process
that moves people through the stages of
spiritual growth.” Process. Move people.
Spiritual growth. That looks simple. But
implementing it is tough – and essential.
If we are to renew our church,
leading congregations toward greater
fruitfulness in the mission, we’ve
got to get simple. We’ve got to focus
upon developing, implementing, and
refining an intentional process to
help people grow spiritually in their
relationship with God through Jesus
Christ. And to quit doing some good
things that don’t fit. An effective,
fruitful lay leader embraces “simple”.
————————————————————————————
Discipline reminds me of training

for a marathon. As a runner, in
order to accomplish my goal for a big

event, I’ve got to prepare. For several
weeks I’ve got to discipline myself
to get up early and train, putting
in time for the necessary long runs
and speed work. Eating and sleeping
must improve too. Really, all of life
becomes more focused.
“Discipline” for all of us means an
ordered life with positive habits. The
Bible calls us to develop those habits,
with many examples and instructions.
Early Methodists were extremely
disciplined in all aspects of their lives.
The habits of many early leaders,
particularly John Wesley and Francis
Asbury, show models of discipline
that many of us today find very
difficult to emulate. When I read
about Wesley’s habits of getting up at
4:00 am every morning for a couple of
hours of prayer and study, the rigorous
travel, regular fasting, journaling,
exercise and eating habits, I’m in awe.
Spiritual disciplines are practices
that help us develop qualities and
habits in our lives that are more

BY BRIAN HAMMONS

Christ-like, closer to God. They
include worship, prayer, study of
scripture, and the Lord’s Supper
(Communion). How well do we as
leaders practice these to become more
spiritually disciplined in our personal
lives, closer to God?
One key to maintaining discipline
is having a group of like-minded
Christians who can help remind us
of our goals and encourage us. The
early Methodists called these groups
“Classes” or “Bands”, and today the
terms “Covenant Groups” or simply
“Small Groups” are used. Whatever
we call them, the people in these
groups meet regularly for prayer,
fellowship, sharing their lives, and
encouraging each other. Hebrews
10:24-25 provides good instruction to
“consider how to provoke one another
to love and good deeds, not neglecting
to meet together, as is the habit of
some, but encouraging one another...”
How can “Discipline” help you to be
more effective as a leader this year?
————————————————————————————
Fruit brings to mind the image of a

tree or vine loaded with fresh, colorful
fruit. It excites our senses, symbolizing
productivity and abundance, even
blessing. “Fruit” is a great metaphor for
the results we should see in our personal
lives and in leadership of our church.
First, how do our personal lives bear
Fruit? Each of us is different so the
“Fruit” of our lives will look different.
But there are some common qualities
for those who follow Christ.
Paul points out that the inward
“fruit of the Spirit” (results, evidence
of God’s Spirit in our lives) is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and selfcontrol” (Galatians 5:22-23). Wesley
adds that the outward fruits are the

doing good to all, doing no evil to any,
and the walking in the light of God
(see Sermon 10, 1746). And of course,
Bishop Schnase provides great practical
guidance with Five Practices of Fruitful
Living – it’s worth reading again if we
want our ministry to bear fruit.
Second, how does our leadership
bear Fruit in the church? Shouldn’t the
result of our work be DISCIPLES of
Jesus Christ? Yes – MORE disciples,
NEW (and maybe different) disciples,
RENEWED and better disciples!
And what does a disciple look like?
Maybe, eventually, a lot like Jesus –
abiding in him and bearing personal
Fruit themselves.
If our leadership is helping the
church to reach more people, bring in
new and different people, and make
people more like Jesus in their daily
lives, then we’re bearing much Fruit.
If it’s not, we’d better take a hard
look at what we’re doing. That’s why
we pay attention to metrics, measures
of fruitfulness such as worship
attendance, baptisms, professions
of faith, and people involved in
discipleship groups and outreaching
service activities.
“Fruit” is important. Fruit is growth,
vitality, life, and hope. Fruit is people.
God cares about Fruit, Jesus spoke of
Fruit, and our leadership must focus
upon producing Fruit.
————————————————————————————
Spirit is Jesus present with us,

even now.
The book of Acts describes how
Spiritual power came upon the first
disciples, enabling them to carry out
the mission Jesus gave them. The early
church grew dramatically as the Spirit
empowered leaders to be the hands,
feet, voice, even the presence of Jesus
Christ in their communities and their

world. That
same Spirit
caused John
Wesley to
feel his heart
“strangely
warmed” at
Aldersgate
and
empowered
his ministry. And the Spirit can
empower us now as the church seeks
to bring the grace, peace, and healing
of Jesus to our communities and our
world. To bear fruit in our ministry.
As we conclude this series of “Ten
Words”, we move forward in the
Spirit. I’ll admit there’s a lot I don’t
understand about how the Spirit works.
Images come to mind such as wind,
flame, still voice, warming. But I do
know that God’s Spirit is alive and at
work. Today, even in our church.Even
in your congregation.
Are you drawing upon the Spirit in
your lay ministry?
When we recognize that we can’t do
this work ourselves, that we must allow
God to touch lives and change hearts,
we actually become free. We work
hard, but seek God’s spiritual energy
and power, that divine guidance, in all
our work. We keep going, knowing
that the Spirit worked in leaders before
us, enables our own ministry, and will
continue in others after we’re gone.
————————————————————————————
In this year of 2016, let’s all consider

how we can focus upon becoming more
Simple, practicing Disciplines to bear
Fruit, as led and empowered by the
Spirit. Then we can become even more
fruitful in our lay ministry, carrying
out the mission God has for us and the
Methodist movement. May God bless
and inspire you in the weeks ahead!
www.moumethodist.org
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TECH TALK
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I

’m a classical guitarist who spends
many hours down the rabbit hole
that is YouTube, watching videos of
the likes of Sérgio and Odair Assad
and the Maestro, Andrés Segovia.
And I’ve invented a game: Seeing how
far I can scroll down the comments
section before the conversation
devolves into name-calling or outright
abuse. Name-calling on a video where
a guy in a tux plays classical music.
Whether it be sporting rivalries,
political disputes, opposing religious
views or debates on which of Bach’s
French Suites are superior (No. 3 in B
minor – duuuuh!), the ability to write
whatever one pleases in anonymity
from a remote distance leads people
to say things they would never dare
say to another person’s face. It’s bad
enough for sports fans to call each
other names on Internet message
boards — the private, yet public,
nature of the online community can
lead to far more dangerous behavior.
Internet harassment has been in the
U.S. spotlight for several years now,
after several victims of “cyberbullying”
were driven to commit suicide. The
recent news surrounding Gamergate
revealed a culture of misogyny and
harassment toward women in the
gaming community. The relatively
small number of victims that makes
the news doesn’t represent how
widespread the problem is.
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An October 2014
Pew Research Center
study says that 40
percent of adult Internet
users have personally
experienced online
harassment, and 73
percent have witnessed
it occur to others. Young adults,
specifically young women, experience
more harassment than any other
demographic.
The National Crime Prevention
Council reported that almost half
of teens they surveyed for a 2011
report experienced some form
of cyberbullying in the previous
year. Nearly half of teens said that
cyberbullying happens because the
offender doesn’t perceive any tangible
consequences or feels he or she would
not get caught due to the Internet’s
anonymity.
Fortunately, the law is beginning
to catch up with technology. The
Cyberbullying Research Center
reports that 49 states now have laws
regarding bullying, and 48 of those
included some mention of electronic
forms of harassment.

Just Set the Phone Down

“Students have to understand
anything you’ve ever posted to the
Internet is still there,” said the Rev.
Joseph McBrayer, Wesley Fellowship

director and doctoral candidate at
Emory University in Atlanta.
He said even college-age adults
have trouble comprehending the
“permanent” concept of Internet
posting and described instances of
students having messy breakups and
posting inappropriate comments
about each other on social media.
“I’ve had to meet with them
and let them know it’s not helpful
and not good for our community,”
McBrayer said. “It doesn’t help them
seek resolution and it doesn’t draw
attention to them in a good way.”
The lack of opportunity to read a
speaker’s body language or hear their
tone of voice is a limitation of online
communication.
“Texting really doesn’t give people
the real attitude of the person they are
texting,” said Maddi, an eight-grader
in Franklin, Tenn. “When you hit the
send button you can never get it back.”
Maddi recently endured a series
of angry and disturbing texts from
a friend. After the correspondence
escalated, Maddi consulted her
youth pastor. She also blocked the

BY JOEY BUTLER

person’s number from her phone and
“de-friended” that person from her
Facebook account.
She was eventually able to make
peace with the friend, but she sees
how texting “can end a friendship just
by pushing a button.”
Maddi’s advice for others who
find themselves in a “texting war”
is simple: “Just set the phone down.
Don’t text back. You can’t win. It will
just get worse and worse.”

Technology Can Do Good

Parry Aftab, executive director
of WiredSafety, reports that only
5 percent of young people her
organization has surveyed would tell
their parents if they’re being bullied
online, but one-third of them would
confide in another trusted adult.
“A youth pastor could be the most
likely person they will trust. So we
have to prepare them to be the trusted
adult,” Aftab said. “They need to
understand cyberbullying and sexting.
They need to understand how the
technology works and how it’s abused.
You have a precious few minutes to do
it right, and if you do it wrong you’ll
never hear from them again.”
Aftab said Internet issues are
difficult for a number of parents to
address with their children because
it’s an area where the child likely
knows more than the parent. But
she implored parents not to let a
lack of tech savvy become an excuse
to ignore the subject. After all,
she thinks there are many positive
uses for technology. WiredSafety.
org offers a Stop Cyberbullying
Toolkit, available for free to schools,
community organizations and faithbased organizations.
“We hear so often, ‘What would
Christ do?’ The power of the Internet

to spread good, to bring people
together and to enlighten and
acknowledge is something Christ
would do,” she said.

When We Say Something
Mean, We Fail Christ

Even the technologically challenged
can influence young people’s online
behavior and practices.
“A church can create an atmosphere
where we let people know that kind
of behavior is not what we should
do as Christians,” said the Rev.
Mark Bray, senior pastor of Summer
Grove United Methodist Church in
Shreveport, La.
Summer Grove held a 2010 event
called “No Bully Zone,” after the
rash of nationally reported suicides of
teenage victims of bullying.
“From a United Methodist
perspective, we have the Three Simple
Rules, one of which is Do No Harm,”
Bray said. “That includes socialmedia outlets we participate in. That’s
something we need to practice.”
Aftab pointed out that advice
shouldn’t only be directed at the youth.
“We need to model behavior and
be that which we want kids to be.
We can’t get catty about what people
wear to church. We need to show
them that it’s not OK to be unkind
or target differences.“
The Rev. Kristin Stoneking,
a United Methodist pastor and
executive director of the
Fellowship of Reconciliation,
knows all about differences.
While serving as a campus
minister at the University of
California-Davis, Stoneking
was part of a team of faith
leaders working with about
40 students living together in
a multi-faith residence hall.

Students who live in the CA House
Multi-faith Living Community sign
a covenant pledging to be open,
compassionate and willing to grow.
They also pledge to share their faith
with the community but refrain from
trying to convert others to their way
of believing.
“One of the great things about
multi-faith living is it engages students
in how to deal with difference,”
Stoneking said. “The daily interaction
students have with each other helps
them go beyond surface ways of
understanding or ignoring difference.
When students hear the breadth and
depth of someone else’s faith journey, it
brings them closer to understanding.”
Above all, Aftab, a United
Methodist, said the best way churches
and faith-based organizations can
influence young people is to talk to
them in a way they can relate.
“Christianity is very good at
making it ‘real.’ The New Testament
is written in parables to teach people
through example. Faith-based
organizations need to take real stories
of real lives affected by bullying. We
need to encourage the kids within the
church to tell their own stories, so
their peers can support them.
“They need to know every time we
say something mean, we fail Christ,”
Aftab said. “To be a Christian comes
with an obligation to be good to
others, to leave the world a better
place than you found it.”

Butler is a multimedia
producer/editor for United
Methodist Communications
& one-half of Duo Sudeste,
a Latin guitar duo.
www.moumethodist.org
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Lilly Endowment Grants $1 Million
for United Methodist Clergy in Missouri
The Missouri United Methodist Foundation has received
a grant of $1,000,000 as part of Lilly Endowment Inc.’s
National Initiative to Address Economic Challenges
Facing Pastoral Leaders. The initiative supports a variety
of religious organizations across the nation as they address
the financial and economic challenges that can impair the
ability of pastors to lead congregations effectively.
The Endowment is giving $28 million in grants through
this initiative. The grants are part of the Endowment’s
commitment to supporting the pastoral leadership
development of clergy serving in congregations across the
United States.
As the statewide charitable foundation for the United
Methodist Church, the Missouri UM Foundation already
provides scholarships for seminary students. “The Lilly
funding will allow us to address a much broader range of
clergy financial issues ranging from student debt to financial
literacy and retirement,” states Foundation executive director
David Atkins.
“We want our pastors to succeed in fruitful service to
others,” says Atkins. “This project will bring more resources
and support to that ongoing priority.”
The Missouri United Methodist Foundation is one of 27
organizations taking part in the initiative, which represents
a variety of Christian traditions, including Baptist, Catholic,
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), Church of God
(Anderson), Episcopal, Independent Christian Churches/
Churches of Christ, Lutheran, Mennonite, Methodist,
Presbyterian, Reformed and Wesleyan churches, as well
as non-denominational, and historic African-American
Christian communities. They include denominational
pension and benefits boards; local and regional
denomination judicatories, such as synods and dioceses; and
denominational foundations.
Each program is customized to the needs of pastoral leaders
in each religious tradition, but the programs have much in
common as they:
• provide incentives for clergy to take part in personal
finance education
• offer low-or no-cost financial planning and counseling
• match contributions for pastors and congregations that
enroll in pension savings programs
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• help pastors create
emergency funds
• develop strategies that help
young pastors pay down or
eliminate educational debt
• create new scholarships so
that seminarians borrow less
while in school
“Pastors, especially those
just beginning in ministry,
accept low salaries as part of
their commitment to God
and to church. Many enter
ministry with significant debt
from their undergraduate and seminary years and often have
little financial resiliency when financial emergencies arise,”
said Dr. Christopher L. Coble, vice president for religion
at the Endowment. “These organizations understand the
importance of the financial well-being of pastors and the
implications for the congregations they serve.”
An additional grant to the Indianapolis Center for
Congregations will establish a coordination program for
the initiative that will help the Endowment track success. It
will bring together leaders of the diverse programs to foster
mutual learning and support and help build a network of
organizations committed to supporting the financial wellbeing of pastors and their congregations.
Lilly Endowment Inc. is an Indianapolis-based private
philanthropic foundation created in 1937 by three members
of the Lilly family - J.K. Lilly Sr. and sons J.K. Jr. and
Eli - through gifts of stock in their pharmaceutical
business, Eli Lilly & Company. The Endowment exists to
support the causes of religion, education and community
development. Lilly Endowment’s religion grant-making
is designed to deepen and enrich the religious lives of
American Christians. It does this largely through initiatives
to enhance and sustain the quality of ministry in American
congregations and parishes.

WESLEY IN THE WORLD TODAY
BY HAL KNIGHT

T

he heart of John Wesley’s message was the promise
created to have, a life that
of a new life in Christ through the power of the
reflects the love of God
Holy Spirit. The beginning of that new life was the new
into the world.
birth. By “new birth” Wesley did not mean a decision we
We trust in Christ
make or an experience we have, but a transformation of
because through faith
the heart that shapes how we then live in the world. In
we know God. In his
his sermon “The Marks of the New Birth” Wesley says
“Appeal to Men of
the new birth consists of the same three marks that Paul
Reason and Religion”
names in I Corinthians 13: faith, hope, and love. This
Wesley describes faith
month I want to talk about faith.
as “that divine evidence
By faith, Wesley is not speaking of a “national or
whereby the spiritual man
speculative faith.” It is not an “assent to the claim “Jesus is
discerneth God and the
Lord,” nor is it even an assent to the entire
things of
Bible. Wesley notes that Satan and his
God. It is with regard to the spiritual world
We live in a world
demons believe all of those things but are
what sense is with regard to the natural.”
today that tempts
devils still.
Just as we know the natural world we see
us to put our
We often speak of “the Christian faith”
through our five senses, we know God who
trust in things
to mean teachings or beliefs. But while
we do not see through faith. To know God
other than God
for guidance,
believing those teachings is necessary, it is
is to know God’s love for us in Jesus Christ,
meaning,
not sufficient. Wesley advocated Christian
and be transformed by that love so we begin
assistance and
orthodoxy, but not a dead orthodoxy. He
to love as God loves.
fulfillment.
wanted us not only to know about God, but
Faith is not something we strive to have
to know God.
but a gift we receive. It is a work of the Holy
The new birth brings a living faith that enables us to
Spirit. Let us then join with Charles Wesley in praying for
both know and trust God. With regard to trust Wesley
the Spirit to give or renew us in this faith:
says in his sermon “Justification by Faith” that this faith is
Spirit of faith, come down,
a “sure trust and confidence that Christ died for my sins,
reveal the things of God
that he loved me, and gave himself for me.”
and make to us the God-head known,
We live in a world today that tempts us to put our
and witness with the blood.
trust in things other than God for guidance, meaning,
‘Tis thine the blood to apply
assistance and fulfilment. But these things never satisfy;
and give us eyes to see,
they disappoint and leave us empty. It is only trust in Jesus
who did for every sinner die
Christ that provides the foundation for the life we were
hath surely died for me.

www.moumethodist.org
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MUSIC MATTERS
BY RYAN MCLOUTH

Style & Experience
Keeping it Fresh

L

ast month we talked about
how to create an uplifting
worship experience. We
focused on teaching our worship
team members how to be
independent musicians, striving
for quality sounds from the team,
and incorporating elements of
different musical styles into our
performances. This month, let’s
focus on style.
As I mentioned before, the
default for most worship teams is
to turn every worship song into
an acoustic guitar or keyboard
ballad, and not a very good one
at that. I have witnessed and even
participated in many worship
services where every song sounds
exactly the same. Same key, same
tempo, same chords, same form,
the list goes on. This causes a major
problem. First, I don’t think we
are giving God our best when we
do that. I believe that we are all
capable of much more.
Secondly, this musical
repetitiveness makes it very difficult
for one to keep their attention on the
music and participate actively as a
congregation member. Thirdly, you’re
giving worship music a bad name,
and we know that some people think
it isn’t that great to begin with. Now
that we know the problems, let’s
search for some solutions.
My first thought as a musician
is to find ways of incorporating
different styles into our music. Let’s
take the classic song “Open the
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Eyes of My Heart” by Paul Baloche
as an example. We all do this song
the exact same way every time
we lead worship with it. Acoustic
guitar driven, medium tempo, the
bass plays quarter notes on the root
of the chord, and the drums just
play a basic 4/4 rock pattern. Try
something different. What if we
teach the band to play the same
sort of chords to support the vocal
part, but we adapt a light funk
feel? This gives our congregation
something new and grabs their
attention. Now this next questions
is key: will this distract from their
ability to sing along and worship in
a “corporate” manner? My answer
(from experience) is no, not if we
don’t change the vocal melody and
text. I have personally experienced
success in implementing this
stylistic strategy in worship. I
encourage you to do the same.
Of course, music isn’t the
only aspect of worship that we
need to be aware of in order to
create an uplifting experience
for everyone involved. I consider
participation another one of the
most important components as
well. When everyone is singing
along, hands raised, and shouting
amen, there’s no doubt that God
is present. How can we encourage
congregation members to do
this and create an environment
where everyone feels comfortable
with it? The key word there is
environment. We have to create an

environment where this is the
unspoken expectation. Again, this
is an instance where I think of the
worship leader as a teacher. We
must think of ways to instruct our
congregation on how to participate.
After all, sometimes they just
don’t know what to do. Think about
it, how many times have you seen
a really talented worship team
play and sing their hearts out to a
congregation that just stands there
and watches? I have participated in
worship where this is the case.
Nothing feels more unnatural
than those instances. Take the time
in a service to teach people what
to do. Explain to them that it is
okay to sing along and move to the
music. Perhaps take a moment to
teach them how to sing the chorus
of the song before you even play the
song. Explain to them that “worship
team” is not limited to the people
on the stage or behind the pulpit.
“Worship team” can, and should
include everyone in the room.
Thanks again for reading. If I can
be of service to you please contact
me. My phone number is (660)6519964, and my email is rmclouth@
centralmethodist.edu. Keep playing
and singing!

Learn the

BASICS
of Christian Discipleship

This exciting and helpful new
series focuses on three aspects
of the Christian life: who we are,
what we do, and who we serve.
Each of these 4-week studies
can be covered separately, or
they can be done sequentially
for a complete 12-week course
on the basics of living as a

Citizens of Hope

Hope is central to our identity as Christians. Just as our bodies need food,
our souls need hope. In this study, readers are guided on a formative path of
understanding that our supreme hope is found in a relationship.

The Road to Amazing

After we invite Christ into our lives, then what? What do we do differently? How
do we live out our faith? In this study, readers will learn to recognize God at work
in their lives through the presence of Jesus Christ.

Get in the Game

Living in Christ brings us joy and fulfillment. But true Christian discipleship
involves following the example of Jesus and serving other. In this study, readers
will discover the joyful service that results when faith is put into action.

follower of Jesus.

Cokesbury.com | 800.672.1789

Each study includes a participant book and a leader guide
that provides options for tailoring sessions to the time-frame
and style of each group.

www.moumethodist.org
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Ways to Read The Missouri Methodists
Individual Mailed Subscription

Read Via Email

This magazine is automatically sent to all clergy and
selected church leaders, but is also available to anyone
for $20 per year. Send checks payable to the Missouri
Conference to Lorraine Sanders at 3601 Amron Court,
Columbia, MO, 65202.

Subscribe for free to have a PDF of each issue emailed to you
by selecting The Missouri Methodists at
www.moumethodist.org/stayconnected.

Bulk Subscriptions
This is a good way for churches to distribute to members at
less than half the cost of individual subscriptions.
Prices are $100 to receive a box of 10 magazines monthly
for a year, 25 magazines monthly for $200; 50 magazines
for $350, or 100 magazines for $500 per year. Send checks
payable to the Missouri Conference to Lorraine Sanders at
3601 Amron Court, Columbia, MO, 65202.

Read Online
Every issue of The Missouri Methodists is available on our
website at www.moumethodist.org/momethodists.
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Use An App
The magazine is available as an app for most smartphones
and tablets. Just search your usual marketplace (like iTunes
connect or Google Play Store) for Missouri Methodists.

Share & Speak Up
Reading this magazine on paper or online? Don’t forget to
share. Paper copies can be passed around, and links to the
digital version can be e-mailed, posted on social media or
posted on websites. If you have anything you would like to
share about the magazine, or if you want to connect Fred
Koenig, Editor of The Missouri Methodists, with a talented
writer, photographer or videographer in your congregation,
e-mail fkoenig@moumethodist.org.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 21
Just Say Yes: Learning Time with Bishop
Robert Schnase
Phone: (314) 966-8167
Location: Kirkwood UMC, 201 W. Adams Ave., St. Louis, MO 63122
Time: 2-4:30pm
Website: www.gatewaydistricts.org
Registration: Free, Deadline February 11, 2016
The Gateway Central and Gateway Regional districts have
an incredible opportunity to gather for a learning time with
Bishop Schnase before his residence with the Missouri Annual
Conference ends in 2016.
Our"Just Say Yes" conversations began at Annual Conference,
continued at Charge Conference, and now you are invited to
join Bishop Schnase for an in-depth learning time. We strongly
encourage you to invite staff, leaders, ministry teams, and
members of your congregations to attend. There is no charge
for this event. Registration is required to ensure adequate
space and refreshments are prepared.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 27
Breakthrough Prayer Initiative Training
Location: Southwest District, location to be determined
Website: www.moumethodist.org/events
Rev. Sue Nilson Kibbey will be in the Southwest district on
February 27, 2016 to lead a breakthrough prayer initiative
training. Place and time is to be determined.

SATURDAY, MARCH 12
Haiti Summit

Contact: Lucas Endicott, lendicott@moumethodist.org.
Haiti Summit at the Missouri Conference Center in Columbia.
A meeting for all United Methodists in Missouri who have been,
are or would like to be involved in ministry with Haiti. Details
are still being developed. For more information contact Lucas
Endicott at lendicott@moumethodist.org.

For more event Information visit:
http://www.moumethodist.org/events

www.moumethodist.org
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For the next several months The Missouri Methodists will be featuring the photography of Rev. Eric Mattson (First UMC New Madrid/
Lilbourn) on the back cover. To see more of Eric’s work, go to www.flickr.com/photos/eric_mattson

W

ater is something we need,
an essential to creating and
sustaining life. The people of
the Missouri Annual Conference
understand that clean drinking
water is vital, and we reach out
in ministry to those without. For
many reasons, I love living near
water be it a lake or a river. Water
is also something we fear. As I
took this picture of the Mississippi

River at an early flood stage, I
guarded against falling in. As
we have seen with the recent
flooding in Missouri, water can be
dangerous. People can lose their
property, their jobs, their lives or
the lives of loved ones (including
pets) when rivers overflow their
banks. Anyone can become
disoriented, overwhelmed to the
point they can no longer cope or

function, even lose their faith. In
the Bible, water is symbolically
used in rich and diverse ways,
even as polar opposites – life and
death, order and chaos, blessing
and affliction. As we remember
our baptism, let us embrace the
positive images of water as we
reach out to a world living the
opposite end of the spectrum.
See you down at the river!

